Policy:  Information Technology and the 

              Criminal Justice System
At a time when the need for criminal justice agencies to gather, share, analyze and communicate with each other seamlessly has never been greater, most justice information systems continue to operate independently of one another.  A coordinated approach should occur and should involve stakeholders from across all aspects of the justice system at federal, state, tribal and local levels.  Investment decisions should reflect documented needs, anticipated costs and benefits, and end-user adoption and acceptance.  Priorities should include the integration of existing systems and the adoption of standards of architecture and security.  New system designs and the use of existing systems must respect the privacy rights of individuals and the confidentiality of records collected and shared.
