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Policy Statement

CRIMINAL JUSTICE’S ROLE WITH THE MEDIA

Issue

Public awareness and understanding of crime issues and the workings of the juvenile/criminal justice systems are essential to the success of crime reduction efforts and to ensuring trust in criminal/juvenile justice practitioners. 

Discussion 

The news media (print, television, radio and electronic) has enormous capability to reach citizens and to influence the public’s understanding of crime and criminal justice issues. If we want the media to portray these issues accurately and honestly, then we must take responsibility to work with them and to provide them with information for their reports.

Policy

· Criminal justice practitioners should make it a priority to cultivate trained spokespeople to develop relationships with news organizations and become an authoritative source of information on justice issues.
· It is imperative that criminal justice officials keep media personnel informed about crime, trends in criminal activity, the strengths and weaknesses of the criminal/juvenile justice systems, and the unique features of those systems in each locale.

· News media personnel should be included in appropriate discussions about criminal justice concerns and encouraged to play an active role in public education about the criminal justice systems.

· Criminal justice officials need to recognize the function and limitations of the media with regard to news content, presentation and deadlines.

· Information provided to the media on specific cases at the local level should be as accurate, complete and timely as ethically possible without hampering the work of police and prosecutors, the defendant’s right to a fair trial, and the orderly administration of justice.

· Information should be provided to the media in a sensitive fashion, with consideration for the privacy rights of those involved, including victims of crimes.

· Criminal justice practitioners need to know what information is public record and therefore cannot be withheld.

· Criminal justice practitioners should encourage the entertainment media to present programs that address the value of life and depict violence as unacceptable.

Summary

The news media and criminal justice authorities must cooperate to ensure that news stories are accurate and that reporting on a crime or criminal justice topic is based on the most accurate information available. Recognizing that crime is the most heavily covered news topic, criminal justice practitioners also must help the media put crime and crime stories in the proper perspective.
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