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Policy Statement

ADDRESSING FEAR AND VIOLENCE IN COMMUNITIES

Issue

Governments were first created to provide for the common defense.  Criminal Justice officials must never lose sight of the fact that protecting our communities from violence is the primary reason the Criminal Justice System exists.  When violence is not checked, people live in an atmosphere controlled by fear and anarchy replaces the rule of law.

Discussion

Protecting communities from violent crime, preventing violent crime, swift apprehension and efficient prosecution of those who commit violent crime should be the highest priority of the criminal justice system.  Probation, incarceration, and parole functions should focus first on protection of the public from violent offenders. Communities must recognize that many violent offenders were abused, abandoned and neglected as children.  Researchers should work to better understand the connection between these childhood issues and future violence.  Prevention of child abuse and neglect should be included as a larger crime prevention strategy.

Policy

To effectively protect our communities from violence and the fear of violence, we should employ strategies that address the following components:

· Criminal justice officials must establish and maintain systems that effectively and efficiently track crime and crime trends.

· Officials should carefully analyze and interpret crime information. Officials at all levels should carefully watch for changing crime trends and take steps to mitigate the effects of changing trends on public safety.

· Crime prevention strategies should be developed that are based on research and analysis of data.
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    Effective crime prevention strategies should include target hardening, risk reduction, and resiliency building.
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    Crime prevention should not just be the job of the criminal justice system, but should be a widely shared responsibility.

[image: image3.png]


    Sufficient resources for the treatment of mental illness and substance abuse should be provided in communities as a means of preventing crime and reducing violence.

· Law enforcement agencies should focus on the prevention of violent crime and the swift apprehension of violent criminals as their highest priority.  
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    Law enforcement agencies should be adequately funded, staffed with well-equipped and well-trained personnel, and led by officials who understand their critical role in our free society.
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    Law enforcement leaders should carefully monitor crime trends and use problem solving strategies and appropriate collaborations and partnerships.

· Prosecutors and courts should place their highest priority on prosecution of violent offenders and protecting communities from further violence.
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    Prosecutors and courts should weigh the benefits and costs of community protection gained by incarceration of violent offenders against the benefits of treatment alternatives.

[image: image7.png]


    Restorative justice measures should be considered as a means to reduce violence.

· Correctional facilities and programs should be appropriately designed, staffed and operated so that violence inside facilities is minimized.  

· Probation and parole supervision should focus on prevention of violence as the highest priority.

· Media collaborations should be built at the local, state and federal level to provide accurate crime and violence information to residents as well as market prevention successes.
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