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Policy Statement


USE OF TREATMENT OPTIONS FOR OFFENDERS

Issue
Appropriate treatment can reduce or control criminal behavior or behavior which contributes to criminal behavior.  Treatment in this context includes actions addressing substance abuse, anger and impulse control, mental illness, domestic violence, cognitive dysfunction, sexual offending, and multiple co-occurring disorders.

Discussion

The criminal justice community must be prepared to join forces with allies from public health, mental health, education, faith communities and others to adequately screen and assess offenders in need of treatment and address the psychological, psychiatric, and other medical problems that are associated with criminal behavior.  Incarceration alone cannot remedy recidivism; treatment must be included in order to break the cycle, particularly when the costs of treatment versus incarceration are considered.

Positions
Treatment should be used as a part of sanctions applied to criminal offenders when screening and assessment indicate that the treatment will reduce the likelihood that an offender will re-offend.

· Researched-based treatment programs and delivery methodology should be used. This includes researched-based screening and assessment tools.

· Treatment components should be balanced with punitive and restorative elements of a criminal sanction.

· Treatment programs should be regularly evaluated to insure effectiveness to meet the offender’s diagnosis, consistency in implementing treatment, and its relationship to reducing criminal behavior.
· The availability of treatment resources should favor offenders who are believed to be sincerely interested in improving their behavior, but should recognize that in some circumstances involuntary treatment is beneficial. 

· Availability of treatment programs should be coordinated with other agencies outside the criminal justice system for maximum efficiency and effectiveness.

· Offenders should be appropriately screened and assessed before admitted to treatment programs.

· Treatment providers should be licensed to the extent required by applicable law and should engage in clinically accepted practices.

· To maximize positive outcomes from both correctional supervision and treatment, treatment providers and parole or probation officers should coordinate and integrate their efforts when working with an individual.
· An adequate level of funding for treatment resources should be provided in order to reduce the incarceration of offenders who offend primarily because of treatable problems.

ADOPTED 
May 28, 1992

REAFFIRMED
June 2, 1994

REVISED
April 19, 2001 & Aug. 10, 2004
Rev. Aug. 10, 2004                                                                                                                                                      page 1

[image: image1.png]