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Policy Statement


PREVENTION OF JUVENILE CRIME

Issue

Prevention of juvenile crime and other problem behaviors manifested during adolescence, such as alcohol and other drug use, dropping out of school, delinquency and violence is the responsibility of parents, education officials, community leaders and citizens in collaboration with state and local child/family-serving systems.  Parents and the community need to assume ownership of juvenile problem behaviors.  State and local systems need to provide technical assistance and resources to enable parents/communities to successfully address these problems.

Discussion

Overall, the national history of supporting prevention strategies, which are measurable and offer long-term reductions in the onset and continuation of problem behaviors has been generally disappointing.  Many government systems have devoted significant investment of public funds to support prevention efforts that have demonstrated marginal evidence of success.  In recent years, however, much research has been done to determine what works in delinquency prevention and school violence reduction.  This has led to more government funding for prevention programs with a proven record of decreasing the risk factors for delinquency and violence.  We have reached a point where it is possible to quantify the cost of a non-arrest.

Effective utilization of information when designing community prevention efforts saves both lives and resources.  Well-designed, science-based approaches, when properly implemented in communities in partnership with state and federal resources, can lead to long-term reductions in the onset and continuation of problem behaviors among adolescents, including crime and delinquency.

Promising juvenile crime prevention strategies should be based on the national public health approach emphasizing the application of research, science, and public education about reducing risk factors and enhancing protective factors. Risk factors include those conditions in a young person’s life that have been identified as increasing the likelihood of problem behaviors; Protective factors are those conditions that mitigate or reduce the effects of risk.

Positions

· Assisting parents, community leaders and citizens in their efforts to prevent adolescent problem behaviors must be regarded as a legitimate responsibility of juvenile and criminal justice agencies, educators, policymakers and practitioners.  Their role in this effort may range from educating parents, community leaders and citizens on how to identify those factors that increase the likelihood of juvenile crime, to advocating for – and participating in – community-wide prevention efforts, and/or to taking a leadership role in stressing the importance of prevention as a matter of policy.

· Criminal and juvenile justice system practitioners and researchers, together with educators and other key community leaders, can offer empirical evidence to the public regarding projected future behaviors, including crime, violence and delinquency, through the implementation of a community assessment or risk and protective factors.

· A central tenet of designing effective and long-term juvenile crime prevention strategies is to understand the importance of aligning science-based, proven programs with specific risk conditions within the community.

· A key element of prevention strategies is an evaluation component which ensures that strategies are being implemented as designed and are achieving the desired outcomes.

Recommendations

· Local, state, and federal leaders need to work collaboratively with community and school officials to pursue proven strategies that reduce the onset and continuation of delinquency.

· Local, state, and federal officials must continue to support prevention activities that have the potential to become cost effective means of preventing crime and avoiding criminal justice system involvement.
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