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March 21, 2007

Dear Member of Congress:

The undersigned juvenile and criminal justice, service provider, faith-based, housing, governmental, disability, and civil rights organizations urge you to cosponsor the bipartisan Second Chance Act of 2007 and seek its passage early this year. The Second Chance Act will increase public safety by reducing recidivism among the more than 650,000 persons who re-enter society each year from prisons and the many thousands more who return from jails and juvenile facilities. It is a direct response to President Bush’s call for action when he said, “(w)e know from long experience that if they can’t find work, or a home, or help, they are much more likely to commit crime and return to prison.... America is the land of second chance, and when the gates of the prison open, the path ahead should lead to a better life.”

Few of those who return to our communities every day are prepared for their release or receive any supportive services beyond a bus ticket and a few days’ spending money. While 70 to 85 percent of state prisoners need substance abuse treatment, just 13 percent receive it while incarcerated. Many of those leaving juvenile facilities, jails and prisons have chronic physical and mental health issues, no housing, little education or job training, and few resources to allow them to successfully reintegrate. While research shows that supportive services are critical to an individual’s safe and successful reentry, barriers and a lack of such services mean that few are able to access assistance. As a result, sixty-seven percent of those released from state prisons are rearrested for a new crime within the first three years after release. The economic and social costs of failing to provide services to these individuals are simply too high, and the benefits of effective reintegration are too great, for Congress to fail to act.

The Second Chance Act is a significant, common sense first step towards creating a more effective criminal justice system and safer communities. It provides resources that can be used by states, local governments and nonprofit organizations to reduce recidivism through supportive services such as job training, housing assistance, substance abuse treatment, mental health services, and maintaining family relationships. It also provides support to non-profit organizations for mentoring programs. The Act does not include any mandates or directives to state or local governments. The few requirements in the legislation are solely for grantees through the bill’s demonstration projects and are included to ensure that all grantees use taxpayer dollars wisely and efficiently.

We urge you to become a cosponsor of the Second Chance Act and fully support moving forward this important widely-supported legislation to enactment early in 2007.
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