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April 26, 2007

The Honorable Richard Durbin

The Honorable Charles Grassley
United States Senate


United States Senate
309 Hart Senate Office Building

135 Hart Senate Office Building

Washington, DC  20510


Washington, DC  20510
Dear Senators Durbin and Grassley:

Thank you for the opportunity to express our support for the Methamphetamine Production Prevention Act of 2007.  This legislation is an important and necessary step forward in our collective effort to fight the tragedy of methamphetamine (meth) abuse in communities across our states, on tribal lands and across this country.

States have been on the frontlines of the battle against methamphetamine abuse.  Over the past several years, a number of states passed strong meth precursor control bills.  In 2005, Congress took this effort nationwide with the federal Combat Methamphetamine Act of 2005 which set national limits on the amount of pseudoephedrine (PSE) that can be purchased by an individual buyer in an individual transaction.  The federal law requires the retailer to keep a record of each transaction, on paper or electronically.  Unfortunately, there is ample evidence that meth cooks have adapted their tactics by buying legal quantities of PSE from numerous pharmacies, allowing them to evade the purchase limits and stockpile enough precursor ingredients to manufacture meth.  An integrated, electronic logbook system would give pharmacies and other retailers a tool to verify a purchasers’ transaction history.  While this legislation would not mandate electronic recordkeeping, it would give state and local law enforcement a very powerful tool to strengthen enforcement of the Combat Meth Act, further suppressing the domestic manufacture of this deadly drug.

On behalf of the members of the National Criminal Justice Association (NCJA) who are the state and tribal administrators of federal justice assistance grant funding, I thank you for your leadership on this very critical issue and offer NCJA’s support for this legislation.

Sincerely,

David Jones
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