[image: image1.png]L

NC A National Criminal Justice Association





For Immediate Release




Contact: NCJA (202) 628-8550

Restore Funding for Key Law Enforcement Program, Urges Criminal Justice Community 

Washington, D.C. – As leaders in the House and Senate unveil their FY08 emergency supplemental bills this week, law enforcement officers across the nation wait to learn the fate of the Byrne Justice Assistance Grant (Byrne/JAG) Program. While the criminal justice community was gratified to learn that full restoration of this crucial funding is included in the Senate version of the bill, sadly it appears to be missing in the House version.  

While we understand the purpose of this bill is to fund the continuing operations in Iraq and Afghanistan in support of our troops overseas, we must not lose sight of our hometown security and the role of our local law enforcement officers, who FBI Director Robert Mueller recently called “the first line of defense against crime and terrorism.”  The Byrne/JAG program is a key component in our nation’s fight against violent crime and the prevention of terrorism. 

State and local officials rely on Byrne/JAG to fund multijurisdictional drug and gang task forces, treatment interventions, police training, technology improvements, crime prevention and crime victims’ assistance programs. In addition, Byrne/JAG is the only source of federal funding for multijurisdictional task forces, which once disbanded, may prove impossible to restart.  

It is imperative that this funding is restored immediately because many of the nation’s most vital and innovative crime–fighting programs will begin to close as early as July 1, 2008.  In fact, states and sheriffs report that as many as half of the multijurisdictional task forces in the country could shut down altogether, while drug courts, community prosecution programs and reentry initiatives will face significant cuts and closures. 

For the past five months, law enforcement organizations and agencies nationwide have implored members of Congress to include restoration of Byrne/JAG funding in the emergency supplemental.  The Byrne/JAG program was drastically reduced 67%, from $520 million in FY07 to $170 million in the FY08 Omnibus bill.  

“Byrne/JAG is about the safety of our nation's streets, our communities and our children,” said NCJA President David Steingraber. “It is our hope that members of the United States Congress will stand behind the nation's law enforcement and restore full funding to Byrne/JAG.”
This funding has strong bipartisan support on Capitol Hill and from states and local governments and associations representing the criminal justice community.  The following letters of support have been sent to the congressional leadership from:

· 218 members of the House of Representatives and 56 senators; 

· 30 national associations, representing law enforcement, substance abuse prevention and treatment, drug courts, prosecutors, corrections, state and local government, victim assistance and juvenile justice personnel;  

· The National Governors Association.  Separately, 35 governors sent a separate sign-on letter;

· 56 state and territorial attorneys general; and

· The National League of Cities, National Association of Counties, International City/County Management Association and National Association of State Legislatures.

Our nation’s law enforcement and criminal justice communities urge Congress to keep Byrne/JAG program funding in this emergency supplemental bill and urge President Bush to sign it. 
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