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PCCD CHAIRMAN warns federal funding CUTS will impair public safety, criminal justice improvements, services for juveniles and
victims of crime 

HARRISBURG – Walter M. Phillips Jr., chairman of the Pennsylvania Commission on Crime and Delinquency, warned today that substantial federal funding cuts will adversely impact public safety, criminal justice planning and local services for juveniles and victims of crime throughout Pennsylvania in the coming year. 
The 2008 Omnibus Appropriations Bill, recently signed by President Bush, slashed the 2007 fiscal year Byrne Memorial Justice Assistance Grant, or JAG, appropriation of $520 million to $170 million, a 67 percent reduction. Because grant funds are distributed to each state on a formula basis, the cut in the total appropriation is expected to result in a similar reduction in Pennsylvania’s share.  In 2007, Pennsylvania received $11.7 million in Byrne Memorial Justice Assistance Grant funds.  
PCCD uses the assistance grant to support a myriad of criminal and juvenile justice initiatives, specialized courts, victim services and police, corrections and law enforcement programs.  
“With JAG funding, PCCD can address Pennsylvania’s most critical criminal and juvenile justice and victims service needs,” said Phillips. “Let there be no mistake: this cut in federal funding will hamper justice improvements and innovations which ultimately help to protect our citizens.”  

Since 2004, with the support of Governor Edward G. Rendell, PCCD has awarded more than $52 million in Byrne Memorial Justice Assistance Grant funding to local law enforcement, municipalities, state agencies, nonprofits and other organizations to strengthen public safety and justice planning and support community revitalization and services to victims of crime across the state.  

As the state’s justice planning agency, PCCD is dedicated to preventing and reducing crime in Pennsylvania and responding to the needs of victims.  PCCD collaborates with the Governor’s office, federal, state and local officials, juvenile and criminal justice agencies, victim service agencies, community-based organizations, non-profits, schools and others to achieve these goals.

For more information about PCCD and the commission’s other services and programs, visit www.pccd.state.pa.us. 

###

EDITOR’S NOTE:  Below are brief descriptions of some of the ways in which PCCD has used Byrne Memorial Justice Assistance Grant funding to improve safety and enhance justice planning in the state:
· Support programs that reduce violence in schools;

· Support programs that treat substance abuse addiction;
· Support programs that treat violent juvenile offenders; 

· Provide services for victims of crime and training for victim service professionals;

· Provide technological upgrades and records management systems to counties and municipalities to track and monitor criminal offenders;

· Support county justice improvement collaborations and planning; 

· Support the establishment and continuation of drug courts, offender day reporting centers, housing for returning offenders, offender electronic monitoring devices and a myriad of jail diversionary and non-institutional sanctions to improve public safety to help with jail overcrowding concerns; and

· Provide statewide training programs and accreditations for police, prosecutors and public defenders. 
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