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December 18, 2007
The Honorable Barbara Mikulski


The Honorable Richard Shelby

United States Senate



United States Senate

503 Hart Senate Office Building


110 Hart Senate Office Building

Washington, DC  20510



Washington, DC  20510

Dear Senators Mikulski and Shelby:

States cannot remain silent in the face of the proposed 67 percent cut to the Byrne/JAG program in the FY08 omnibus appropriations bill.  This bill would cut the Byrne/Justice Assistance Grants (JAG) program from $520 million in FY07 to $170.4 million in FY08.  Worse, it would cut funding for Byrne/JAG by nearly 75 percent from what both the House and Senate included in their Commerce, Justice, Science and Related Agencies Appropriations bills just a few months ago.  This is on top of earlier cuts of similar magnitude.  Since FY 2002, funding for Byrne/JAG has fallen dramatically from $900 million to, now, $170 million – a cut of more than 80 percent.  Incredibly, the Byrne discretionary account which provides funding for member projects receives more in this bill than the formula program which funds innovative crime-fighting programs all across this nation.

Members of the National Criminal Justice Association (NCJA) are the state officials appointed by the governors to administer criminal justice programs, including Byrne/JAG.  Many also administer the juvenile justice, crime victims and Violence Against Women programs.  We know that Byrne/JAG is unique among federal programs in enabling and encouraging cross-jurisdictional solutions to preventing and fighting crime.  This program has allowed states and our local law enforcement partners an opportunity to innovate in a way that other funding, which flows through programmatic “silos,” often does not allow.  Major innovations in crime prevention and control have been field tested and proven using Byrne/JAG funds, including drug courts, information sharing strategies, gang prevention and suppression, and the reduction of homegrown methamphetamine laboratories, among many others.
A cut to Byrne/JAG is a cut to local law enforcement.  At least 75 percent of every Byrne/JAG dollar goes directly to local sheriffs and police departments.  The remaining is used to support drug interdiction, substance abuse prevention and treatment, crime victims support programs, community corrections, rehabilitation, offender re-entry and juvenile justice programs.  Byrne is also the only source of federal funding for the multi-jurisdictional drug task forces.  
We urge you, in the strongest possible terms, to restore funding to the Byrne/JAG program in the FY08 omnibus appropriations bill.

Sincerely,
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