






January 15, 2008 

Dear [SENATOR OR REPRESENTATIVE]:
We are asking for your assistance in addressing the 67 percent cut to the Byrne Justice Assistance Grant program (JAG) that was included in the Fiscal Year (FY) 2008 omnibus appropriations bill.  The severe and unexpected cut to Byrne JAG will cost New York State over $17 million in criminal justice funding in 2008, jeopardizing the hundreds of local projects that have contributed to historic reductions in crime throughout the state. 
Byrne JAG is a highly successful program that enjoys broad support within the justice community in New York.  The program supports a broad range of state and local government efforts to prevent and control crime, such as multi-jurisdictional drug task forces, substance abuse prevention and treatment, juvenile justice, aid to crime victims, and prosecution and public defense programs.  In fact, at least 75 percent of every Byrne JAG dollar goes directly to local sheriffs’ and police departments.   New York received $25 million in Byrne JAG in FY 07.  $9 million of that amount passed directly from the Justice Department to local law enforcement entities, and the remainder was distributed by the Division of Criminal Justice Services, in coordination with the State Legislature, to localities and not-for-profit institutions.  For your reference, we have included a list of Byrne JAG projects and recipients in your Congressional District.  
Byrne JAG has played a major role in reducing crime and making New York the safest large state in the nation.  For example, Byrne JAG projects in 2005-2006 alone had the following impact on the state:
· An additional 231,102 convicted offender samples were collected and an additional 176,488 were analyzed for the DNA Databank. As of January 4, 2008, the state's DNA databank has found 4,042 'hits' in which the forensic DNA evidence from crime scenes was matched with offender profiles.
· Regional and local drug enforcement task forces made 2,929 arrests and seized over $7,164,082 in assets.
· Almost 16,230 students from kindergarten through high school received drug education and prevention, gang awareness and education, or anti-violence prevention training.

· More than 290 parolees participated in programs providing substance abuse treatment, case management, employment training and placement, mental health counseling, family assistance and other services.
· Youth courts heard 101 cases and trained almost 85 youths to participate as court members.
Our success in fighting crime shows that we need to continue what we are doing, not cut back or rest on our laurels.  We recognize that President Bush’s administration enforced tight caps on domestic spending, but the 67 percent cut to Byrne JAG will cripple innovative crime-fighting programs throughout the state and cut into the crime-reduction gains of the last decade.  
We know that Congress understands the value of Byrne JAG, having voted to substantially increase funding for the program earlier in the FY 08 budget cycle.  Accordingly, we respectfully request that Congress address the Byrne JAG shortfall in the upcoming supplemental appropriations bill.  Thank you for your consideration of this request, and we look forward to working with you to achieve further reductions in crime in New York.     



Very truly yours, 




/s/ Governor Eliot Spitzer



/s/ Commissioner Denise O'Donnell
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