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	Kentucky criminal justice programs sound alarm
over FY08 Justice Assistance Grant Appropriation
 

FRANKFORT, KY (January 16, 2008) – Criminal justice programs throughout Kentucky sounded the alarm over significant cuts in a federal grant program that helps fund initiatives for combating drugs and violence in the Commonwealth.

 

The omnibus appropriation bill for FY 08 passed by Congress in December slashed the Byrne Memorial Justice Assistance Grant (JAG) program by $350 million, or 67 percent.  Kentucky’s estimated share of the funds will fall from $5.3 million to $1.7 million as a result of the cut.

 

“In order for Kentucky to continue successfully fighting its drug problem, it is imperative that Congress restore the Justice Assistance Grant program to its former level,” Gov. Steve Beshear said.  “In addition to local needs, Kentucky programs funded through JAG were designed to meet federal goals established by the U.S. Department of Justice.  Without such a supplementary appropriation, communities will be deprived of vital and innovative programs that keep our citizens safe and productive.”

 

“These funds provide us with the resources to tackle problems such as substance abuse and juvenile delinquency at the community level,” said Justice and Public Safety Secretary J. Michael Brown.  “A cut of this magnitude will have drastic effects on these much needed programs.”

 

In Kentucky, JAG funds support multi-jurisdictional drug task forces; pay for special equipment and overtime expenses of small law enforcement agencies; and fund community based juvenile delinquency and substance abuse programs.  Grants also assist with programs for victims of crime; justice information sharing initiatives; and supervised re-entry programs and substance abuse treatment for ex-offenders.

 

The program provides critical funds to fight violence and drugs.  “If a resolution is not found, several drug task forces may be forced to shut down operation, and those that survive will have scaled back operations in the war on drugs,” said Tommy Loving, of the Warren County Drug Task Force and Kentucky Narcotics Officers’ Association.

 

Local law enforcement agents say the grants also provide necessary funding for their agencies.  “Law enforcement needs to keep up to date with technology, weapons and investigative tools, which grant money allows us to do,” said Col. Michael T. Jansing, Chief of Police for Crescent Springs.  “The assistance we get through JAG is vital to maintaining the quality of life in our community.  Equipment and additional man hours cannot be replaced due to the limitations of small cities during times of economic crisis such as these.”

 

For initiatives such as the Collaborative After School Program, operated by Maryhurst, JAG funding is vital.  “The funding our after school program receives from JAG has helped us make significant changes in the lives of the at-risk kids we serve,” said Jacqueline Johnson, CLASP program manager.  “We are able to work with youth at local middle schools and address issues they are facing, aiming to provide them with skills so that they will be able to make healthy decisions in life.  We know that the youth are learning vital information, are provided with opportunities they otherwise may not have had, and are ultimately kept safe.”

 

In Kentucky, the majority of Justice Assistance Grants are administered by the Justice and Public Safety Cabinet, in cooperation with other agencies and organizations representing criminal justice interests across the Commonwealth.  
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