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FAX (303) 239-4491
January 31, 2008

US Senator Wayne Allard

521 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

Re: Byrne/JAG funding

Dear Senator Allard:

     The Colorado Department of Public Safety through the Division of Criminal Justice provides grant management and oversight for funds coming from the federal government through the Edward Byrne Memorial Justice Assistance Grants.  These funds were subject to significant cuts in the most recent federal budget legislation and it is our understanding that there are efforts to restore some of these monies through proposals that are currently being drafted for Congress.

     In order for you to have a full picture of the impact of these dollars in Colorado, we are providing you with both historical and current information on the level of total funding as well as a description of the types of recipients of these funds and some particular examples.  A complete summary of the programs funded throughout the state is available if you would be interested in that type of detailed information.

     The first page included with this letter is the Byrne/JAG funding history.  The top chart shows the level of funding received since FY 2003 and the second chart reflects the number of programs throughout Colorado that received funds through the application and review process.  The second page lists the JAG Program Purpose Areas identified as permissible uses for these federal funds, along with the total funds distributed across the state in those purpose areas for this past grant cycle.  Recipients include statewide organizations such as the Colorado State Public Defender (Mental Health Institute Initiative), The Department of Corrections (Sex Offender Registration and DNA Project), the Division of Youth Corrections (substance abuse treatment and transition services for high-risk youth) and the Colorado Division of Mental Health (development of a standardized substance abuse assessment tool).  On the local level, funds have been dedicated to drug task forces in Glenwood Springs, Montezuma County, Jefferson County, Summit County, Fort Collins, Pueblo, Alamosa, Eagle County, Yuma County, Teller County, Montrose, Craig, Lake County, Canon City, Aurora, Arapahoe County, Boulder County, Greeley, and Broomfield.  Other programming has been funded in agencies in all areas of the state from Ignacio to Westminster.  These programs address needs including mentoring, substance abuse treatment and prevention, criminal justice planning, and technology improvements that are beyond the resources of many agencies. 
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     The boards responsible for awarding these funds represent a cross-section of Colorado geographically, culturally, and in their areas of professional expertise.  Colorado’s management of these funds has been found to be exemplary in the audits that have been performed from the federal oversight agencies.  We are confident that, if the funding is restored, continued benefit will accrue to local and state efforts supporting criminal justice.

     Please feel free to contact me or our program manager, Meg Williams, at the Division of Criminal Justice.  Thank you for your interest in these efforts.

Sincerely,

Jeanne M. Smith

Director, Division of Criminal Justice

Colorado Department of Public Safety

Ph. 303-239-4451

Jeanne.smith@cdps.state.co.us
Byrne/JAG Funding history

From 2003-2007, Colorado’s LLEBG/Byrne/JAG funding has reduced from a high of $8,013,014 in 2003 to $4,304,517 in 2007, a 55% reduction.   We anticipate another 68% reduction from 2007-2008, a loss of and additional $2,927,072 in JAG funding.
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Byrne/LLEBG/JAG Funding 2002-2008* 

(*2008 anticipated funds)
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	Byrne/LLEBG/JAG Federal Funding

	
	 FY 2003
	 FY 2004
	 FY 2005
	 FY 2006
	FY 2007
	FY 2008*

(anticipated)

	LLEBG
	$325,062
	$239,364
	
	
	
	

	Byrne
	$7,687,952
	$7,498,960
	
	
	
	

	JAG
	
	
	$4,489,229
	$2,725,489
	$4,304,517
	$1,377,445


The number of subgrant awards decreased by 21% (126 in 2003 to 99 in 2007) with the multi-jurisdictional task forces, our state JAG Board’s first priority for JAG funding, experiencing an across-the-board reduction of 30% in 2005, 10% in 2006 and 5% in 2007 due to the decrease in federal funds.  Due to the anticipated reduction, there will not be enough funding in 2008 to provide continuation funding to all subgrantees awarded funds in 2007. 
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	Byrne/LLEBG/JAG Subgrant Awards

	 FY 2003
	 FY 2004
	 FY 2005
	 FY 2006
	FY 2007

	126
	113
	98
	71
	99


Program Purpose Area
       

Amount Recommended

# of Programs

Law Enforcement (including Task Forces)
      $1,497,422


21

Prosecution and Court Programs

           $85,957


 2

Prevention and Education


           $80,083


 3

Corrections and Community Corrections 
          $600,471


 7

Drug Treatment



          $431.549


 5

Planning, Evaluation, Technology Improvement      $857,429


16

TOTAL




       $3,552,929


54
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