What will Cuts to the Byrne/JAG program in FY08 

mean for your state?

Funding Slashed for Nation’s Most Effective Crime Fighting Program 
· The FY08 omnibus appropriations bill cut the Byrne Justice Assistance Grant (Byrne/JAG) program by 67%, from $520 million (in FY07) to $170 million in FY08.  This is an all-time low for a program that has received $500 million consistently since 1997.
· This was also despite a record of increasing support by the 110th Congress:  

· Byrne/JAG was one of only a handful of programs to be increased in the FY07 year-long Continuing Resolution.  After suffering a cut in FY06, it was increased from $416 million in FY06 to $520 million in FY07.  
· The FY08 House-passed bill provided $600 million; the Senate bill provided $660 million.
· Additionally, both the House and Senate bills decreased or eliminated carve-outs from the JAG account, increasing the formula program further.

What is at Stake?

· This dramatic cut to Byrne/JAG has serious ramifications for the entire criminal justice system:

· Local law enforcement will lose tools for preventing crime, and suffer disruptions of drug trafficking operations.  
· Complex crime and drug cases will be put on hold, and informants will be lost.  
· Community-based prisoner re-entry programs will lose their funding. 
· Prosecutors will lose important investigative tools.  
· Programs for victims of crime and non-violent offenders will be cut back.  
· Courtroom dockets will become more crowded.

· Fewer children will be able to enroll in proven delinquency prevention programs.  

· Byrne/JAG is the only comprehensive federal crime-fighting program.  It allows for a true system-wide approach, enabling communities to target resources to their most pressing local needs.
· Byrne/JAG funds local law enforcement, including multi-jurisdictional drug and gang task forces, information sharing and technology, county jails, prosecutors, drug courts, juvenile delinquency and drug treatment programs.  In fact, it is the only source of federal funding for multi-jurisdictional task forces, corrections, reentry and prosecutors.
· As true “laboratories of democracy,” states and local communities have used Byrne/JAG funds to test and improve innovative criminal justice practices that are now replicated nationwide, such as drug courts, meth lab reduction, anti-gang strategies, reentry programs and information sharing.
· Once interrupted, many JAG-funded programs will lie fallow for years because they cannot quickly restart.  Once a multi-jurisdictional task force is disbanded, for instance, law enforcement officers return to their departments, informants are lost and complex investigations are put on hold.
· When the economy lags, crime often spikes.  With the forecast of an economic downturn, now is not the time to cut funding to the federal primary crime fighting program.  
Practitioners Call on Congress to Restore FY08 Funding to Byrne/JAG 

A coalition of stakeholders from across the public safety system, representing mayors, states, counties, prosecutors, corrections and court officials, and hundreds of thousands of law enforcement officers are calling on Congress to restore funding to this vital public safety program.  

Act Now!

